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LIKE MANY OF DATAW’S CURRENT RESIDENTS,

THE YAMASEE INDIANS WERE MIGRANTS

TO BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA

THE YAMASEE (ALTERNATE: YEMASEE)

Find us on the web: www.DatawHistory.org
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The Yamasee tribe is first seen between the Ocmulgee and Oconee ^s in northeastern Georgia. They are described as a composite 

people, a mixture of several tribes, as well as Africans fleeing enslavement, and mestizos, people with mixed Spanish and Indian blood. 

They probably spoke a Muskogean dialect, and their name may be the Muskogee word for “gentle.” They were reportedly in the Saint 

Augustine area in 1663, trading deer skins and other pelts with the Spanish for metal tools, cooking pots, guns, and ammunition. As 

some Spanish traders sought to enslave them and convert them to Catholicism, they fled the La Florida area. They moved to the Port 

Royal region of the Carolinas to preserve their liberty in the 1680s. There, they set up trade relationships with the Scottish and British 

colonists. They founded at least ten towns in the area, including Pocotaligo, Okeetee (Okatie), and Chase (Chechesee). Traders often 

lived in these towns. A1715 census put the Yamasee population at about 1,200, including400 warriors, continued >

http://www.DatawHistory.org


Roots of the Yamasee War (continued)

The Yamasee, 

a matrilineal culture, 

were known as 

skilled negotiators 

who valued diplomacy.

nfortunately, in South Carolina, they abandoned some of these characteristics as they became indebted to 

duplicitous British traders. Rather than focusing on agriculture, they concentrated on commercial hunting. In 

their dealings with the British slave traders, they were encouraged to attack other Indian tribes and seize the 

vanquished natives. Caleb Westbrook, a Scottish trader and the first recognized European inhabitant of Datha 

(Dataw), was thought to have traded in captive Indians. A Savannah tribesman killed him. Since an enslaved 

Indian was worth more than a deerskin, the Yamasee warriors were encouraged to attack other Indian tribes, including the Creek, 

t o seize captives. These captives were sold to the Caribbean and local plantations. One estimate states that in the late 1600s and 

  he early 1700s, approximately 30 to 50 thousand Indians were sold in the slave trade from Charles Town.

The South Carolina General Assembly gave the Yamasee a tract of land between the Combahee and Savannah Rivers before 1715. 

Gradually, colonists began to intrude on the reserved property, allowing their cattle to graze on the Indian land. By 1711, the Yamasee 

were indebted to the traders by 100,000 deerskins, the primary trade currency. With a dwindling deer population, there was little 

possibility of repaying that debt, and the Yamasee feared the traders would also enslave them.

Feeling pushed to their limit, the Yamasee chiefs 

agreed to meet with British traders and officials. 

Thomas Nairne, a scholar, soldier, and slave catcher, 

and John Wright, along with several other British 

men, broke bread on April 12,1715, at Pocotaligo. 

Nairne treated his Indian hosts with diplomacy, while 

Wright threatened to kill the chiefs and enslave the 

women and children. During the night, the Yamasee 

caciques discussed the matter. By morning, they had 

smeared their faces with red and black paint and 

attacked the colonial traders. Most were killed: 

Nairne was tortured. One man, Burrows, escaped to 

warn other settlers. Called the Pocotaligo Massacre, 

the native people had made a stance. With the first 

gunshot, the Yamasee War had begun.

—Ginny Hall-Apicella

FIRESIDE CHAT: JANUARY 30
To learn more about the Native Americans and this war, a turning point in South Carolina's histori 

please mark your calendars for the Fireside Chat on January 30, 2025.

DENISE BOSSY: Associate Professor of History at the University of North Florida, 

will share her expertise on the Yamasee people and the history of Beaufort County.
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THE HERO’S RETURN

Lafayette's Epic Journey Back to a Grateful America

The Marquis de Lafayette, known simply as Lafayette, was a towering figure in the American and French Revolutions.

A staunch advocate for liberty and equality, Lafayette fought for these ideals on both sides of the Atlantic.

He played a vital role in the 1781 Siege of Yorktown, a decisive victory that secured American independence. Later, he contributed to 

the French Revolution and the July Revolution of 1830, further solidifying his legacy as a champion of freedom.

In 1784, the Maryland General Assembly passed a 

resolution declaring Lafayette and his male heirs 

"forever... natural-born Citizens" of the state. This 

resolution effectively made Lafayette a citizen 

under the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. 

Constitution. His honorary citizenship was re-

affirmed by an act of Congress in 2002, a lasting 

testament to America’s deep admiration for the 

Marquis de Lafayette.

Born into French nobility, Lafayette was drawn to the 

.American cause for liberty and equality, values that stemmed 

from his family's long tradition of militaiy service. Though he enjoyed 

wealth and status in France, he sought to fight for liis ideals in America.

At just 19, Lafayette became a Major General in the Continental Army, 

distinguishing himself on the battlefield and earning the respect of

General George Washington. During the war, Lafayette also returned 

to France to rally further support for the American Revolution.

In 1781, Lafayette’s strategic efforts in Virginia helped block a

British army, contributing to the pivotal victory at Yorktown.

Lafayette’s fight for American independence was a personal 

sacrifice, not just a militaiy endeavor. While he waged battles on

American soil, his wife, Adrienne de Noailles, 

remained in France, steadfastly supporting 

him from afar. After Lafayette returned to 

France, the family endured years of 

turmoil as France's government shifted 

through revolutions. The entire family 

was banished from Paris and imprisoned, 

often separately.

In 1795, Adrienne was imprisoned in

Paris and faced execution by guillotine. In a

dramatic turn, Elizabeth Monroe, the wife of U.S.

envoy James Momoe, intervened and saved her life at the last minute. 

James Monroe had fought alongside Lafayette in the American 

Revolution, and his close relationship with the Marquis played a 

crucial role in Adrienne’s rescue.

In 1824, James Monroe, now the fifth President of the United 

States, invited Lafayette to return to America as “'rhe Nation's Guest.” 

During the Revolution, the Sams family lived in an area with significant 

military activity. Lafayette arrived just north of 

Charleston in 1777. The Sams family resided in the 

vicinity, on Wadmalaw Island. At the time, W illiam 

Sams, then 36, was aware of the mounting tensions 

between the colonies and the British Crown. By the 

time Lafayette visited again in 1824, the Sams family’s 

sons, Lewis Reeve and Berners Barnwell Sams, would 

have known of the Marquis’s upcoming visit, adding an 

interesting layer to their connection to American liistory.

The Marquis de Lafayette was a strong opponent of 

slavery. American historians generally recognize that his views 

on slavery influenced some American leaders, such as George 

Washington. However, his stance did not significantly impact the 

broader policies of the new American government.

In the 1830s, late in his life, the Marquis de Lafayette is said to 

have expressed regret over the ongoing practice of slavery in the 

United States. While the specific quote below often attributed to 

him cannot be definitively verified, it aligns closely with his well- 

known opposition to slavery and his dismay at its persistence in 

America, even after independence.

“I would never have drawn my sword 

in the cause of America

if I could have conceived that thereby 

I was founding a land of slavery”

Decades after the American Revolution, Lafayette’s popularity here 

remained unwavering. As the 50th anniversary of the Revolution 

approached, the United States invited him to return as "The 

Nation’s Guest." From 1824 to 1825. Lafayette spent 13 months 

traveling over 6,000 miles across 24 states. One of his stops, in 

March 1825, was in Beaufort, South Carolina.

As the bicentennial of Lafayette’s grand visit nears, Beaufort 

prepares to celebrate this historic occasion, marking200 years since 

the Marquis set foot in our town. —Bill Biski

Our website https://www.datawhistory.org has a more in-depth article about the Marquis. Search for “Lafayette.”

https://www.datawhistory.org


PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Marilyn Peck

The tinge of tall is in the air, and all I )ataw residents who have been 

away vacationing or visiting family and friends far afield have 

rt turned. This is a per feet 1ime to welcome you back and inform you 

of the exciting events w e have planned for the coming year

We recently hosted the DI IF annual Lowcountry Boil at the Gazebo. DHF members and 

guests enjoyed the camaraderie, the delicious catering by Jimmy Fitts, and the delightful 

music of Th Alibis This year, members had the opportunity to bid on donated art items 

at a successful silent auction

On December 16, 

DHF will participate in 

annual Luminary Night. 

10 see how spectacular 

I ns look when lit with 

Hundreds of candles.

2025 tvill be quite special for DHF as it celebrates its 

30th Anniversary. The organization has grown from a 

few people who wanted to get together to preserve the 

ruins and its history to a vital organization with 311 

members To celebrate our anniversary, we will host our 

annual Fireside Chat with guest speaker Denise I. Bossy, 

an associate professor at the University of North 

Florida, Jacksonville, and the editor of The Yamasee 

Indians from Florida to South Carolina on January 30, 

2025, in the Carolina Room. Mark your calendars for a 

special evening to learn about the indigenous people 

who made a mark on the history of Beaufort County,

2024-2025 DHF BOARD OFFICERS
President Marilyn Peck
Vice President/Volunteers Diane Roney
Vice President/History Bill Riski
Treasurer Sonja Scott Baehren 
Corresponding Secretary Joe Roney 
Recording Secretary Sonia Fails

BOARD COMMITTEES AND DIRECTORS
Rums Preservation. Kevin Mack 
Long-Range Planning Jack Brown 
Membership Peter Bongiovanni 
Public Relations Rosemary Patterson 
Directors-At-Large
Peter Pearks, Marti Johnson, Ginny Hall-Apicella 
DiOA Liaison: Susan Emons
Technical Consultant Larry Rowland
Tabby Times Stuart Swann

TABBY TIMES
Tabby Times is a publication of the
Dataw Historic Foundation. Dataw Island, SC
Editor Ginny Hall Apicella 
Layout/Design L<sa Costigan 
Photography. B'll Riski, Ginny Hall Apicella

Our spring event is the DHFs Authors' Luncheon, which will be held at the Carolina Room on Friday, April 11 It will welcome T I. Lowe, a 

Lowcountry wnter who has authored 20 books She describes herself as an "ordinary’ country girl who loves to tell stories ”

L st spring, the DHF awarded a scholarship to Joy Watson, a student at the American College of the Building Arts in Charleston. Ms. Watson is 

majoring in Plaster, the art of using historically accurate plaster design and finishes to restore landmark buildings and residences The DHF 

will continue with the scholarship program in 2025.

Please support the work of the DHF by becoming a member or asking about volunteer opportunities

Join today so the history of Dataw can be shared now and in the future.
Visit DatawHistory.org

DatawHistory.org
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Lifetime Member ($5,000 +)
Those who have shown a long term 
commitment to DHF and whose 
contribution to DHF is $5,000 or more, 
as recognized and approved by the 
DHF Board of Directors.

Honorary

Limited to those with an ancestral 
connection to Dataw Island —includes 
Sams Family descendants and family 
descendants of other prior owners of 
Dataw Island.

Friends of DHF

Those who have made a significant 
contribution to or have a special 
connection to DHF.

Sponsor ($500)

Benefactor ($250)

Patron ($100)

Supporter ($60)

Member ($40)

Your DHF membership assures 

the preservation of our historic tabby 

structures, plantation sites, artifacts 

found, and all related archives— 

100% 
of our funding depends on membership.

We are grateful to all who have 

generously supported DHF in the past 

and hope you will continue.

Thank you!

Lifetime Members

Jack Brown

John & Robin Colgan 

Jerry & Linda Hubbard 

William & Rhetta Lowndes III 
Peter & Anna Pearks

Honorary Members 

Charles & Virginia Aimar 

Susan Sams Allen 

Teresa Bridges 

Therese Colquhoun 

Philip & Amelie Cromer 
Cilia Dukes 

Rennie & Barbara Gauvin 

Stephen & Jame Sams Hayes 

Mike & Julia Sams Holleman 

Pamela Kinsey 
Mary Ellen Millhouse 

Jeanne Aimar Rogers 

Lawrence & Margot Rowland 
Bruce J Sams II 

Bruce J Sams III 
Franklin T Sams 

John Bonam Sams Jr 

MonroeS Sams Jr. 
Sara Parker Sams 

Thomas & Yolanda Sams 
William M Sams 

Priscilla Aimar Trask 

David R & Judith Winters

Friends of DHF 

Colin & Jane Brooker

Ian & Kathy Hill 

Cynthia Jenkins 
Lucius & Darryl Laffitte 

Brenda Norris 

Eric & Carol Poplin 

Rick & Mary Wightman

Sponsors

Rob & Pat Blumer 

Paolo & Arleen Cassutti 

Dan & Trisha Richter 

Joseph & Diane Roney 

Mead & Kathryn Sams 

Lewis C Sams III

Benefactors

Beth & Bill Samuels 

Connie Brotzman 

Jack Brown

Doug & Sue Ellen Hardman 

Ted & Megg Hoffman 

Jan Jones

David & Pat Jones

James & Anne Kistler 

Mary & Phil Marshall 

Bob & Kathy Shields 

Mary Smith 

Greg & Sharon Ritchie Smith 
Jack & Mary Stefan

Patrons

Bob & Barbara Anderson 

Bruce & Susan Anderson 

Thom & Carol Andrykovitz 
Guy Apicella & Ginny Hall-Apicella 

Pat Ashton & Bob Steinmetz 

David & Sonja Baehren 

Dennis & Sylvia Bailey 

John & Ann Ballantyne 

Jack & Marcea Belletete 
Stephen & Lori Belter 

Frank & Beverley Bierman 

Tom & Elizabeth Blair 

Tom & Kelly Blake 

David & Rose Bowman 
Mark & Janet Bura

Bob & Rita Burnham 
Mike & Carolyn Burson 

Mel & Valerie Burton 

Michael & Barbara Carakostas 

Gerald & Alice Chesser 
John & Ellen Claussen 

Stephen & Kim Cluff 

Beverly Cox 

John & Dena Dardzinski 

Paul & Judith DiDonato 

Erwin & Debra Doerschler 

Dan Duncan & Susan Emons 

Richard & Robin Eisenberg 

Steven & Lynn Faulkner 

John & Mary Ferguson 

James & Jennifer Flanagan 

William & Michelle Gerald 

John & Kathy Glennon 

Charles & Winn Goodwin 

Joseph & Maureen Grasso 

Dave Graybeal & Claudia Peebles 

Jane Griffith

Sterling Vitez & Rosa Lee Hall 

Lucile Hanscom

Connie Haskell 

Roger & Valerie Hatcher

Doyle & Lon Herman 

Tom & Linda Hetrick 

Dean Hewitt 

Eileen & Alex Hinson 

Richard & Katie Hopper 

Mary Carol & Jack Howard 

Jackie & David Hubbard 

John & Betty Huntley 

Tom & Charlotte Hurley 

Hugh & Anne Jenmgs 

Joan Jordan

Paul & Susan Jorgensen 

Gene & Kathy Kelenski 

John & Marcia King 

James & Catherine Kinsella 

Paul & Cynthia Klug 

William & Jayne Krebs 
Larry & Diane Laughlin 

Larry & Paula Lester 

Jerry & Clare Lindquist 
Kevin & Judy Mack 

John Magiera 

Billie Maier 
Paul & Sue Mannheim 
Margaret Marty 

Beth McCornock

Stephen & Julie McLaughlin 

Ted & Sandy McManamon 
Rick & Joan McNamara 

Raymond & Mary Jo McPhail 

Gary & Denise Mignogna 

Nancy & Eric Miller 

Philip & Maribel Mitnick 

Dick & Celeste Nalwasky 

Chris & Patty Nunnink 

Michael Osnato & Jan Furman 

Bill & Josie Paddock

Rosemary Patterson & Jack Freney 

Peter & Anna Pearks 

Bill & Peggy Ramette 

Bill & Laura Riski 

Doug & Linda Robinson 
Larry & Margot Rowland 

Woody Rutter 

Tom & Jackie Schanz 

Sheri & Jack Scherger 

Steve & Anne Schmitt 

Wesley & Dawn Schuster 

John & Kristin Seifned 

Katherine Shapiro 

Greg & Mar] Shymske 

James & Lois Smithson 

Doug & Melinda Smyth



2024 Dataw Historic Foundation Members (continued)

Debby & Jack Severn 

Greg & Becky Sprecher 

Herb & Cathy Stackhouse 

Pat & Kathy Stanton 

Mack & Amy Stone 

Lisa Tailey & Steffen Warberg 

Carolynn & Gene Tedeschi 

Steve & Becky Terry 

George & Patty Troendle 

George & Mary Vai 

Christopher Valarie 

Larry & Beverly Van Dillen 

Lynne VanEtten 

Emily & Daly Ward 

Jeanne Wasson

John & Vickie Wenke 

Conard & Nancy White 

John & Linda Wickwire 

Dennis & Chris Wood 

Susan & Joe Zienowicz

Supporters

Ida Amaral & Mark Klosek 

Swint on & Lynn Anderson 

Ed & Pam Berg 

Eileen Blovad

Bill & Gretchen Carroll 
Jennifer & Jerry Chastain 

Colin & Carolyn Collins 

Ron & Susan Converse 

Anthony & Susan D'Altrui 

Constance Davison 

Barbara Dittmer

Ken & Mane Doyon 

Scott & Ellen Drury 

David Elden & Kimberly Robinson 

Clay & Sonia Fails 

Joseph & Mary Ann Fcutch 

Richard & Mariann Golobic 

Alex Greene

Paul & Nancy Hahn 

Grace Harrigan 

Robert & Ellen Hartz 

Bob & Nancy Hazelrigg 

David & Kathy Head 

Charles & Leslie Holbrook 

Cindy Hudler & Jim Fitzgerald 

Tom & Susan Kelley 

Jim & Ellen Kemp 

Tom & Therese Korey 

Doug & Debbie light 

Donn & Candace Massey 

Jim & Karen McCue

June Meeker

Sharon Mote

Bob & Dorothy North

Steve & Cynthia Peskoe

John & Susanne Peterson

James & Jane Pfeffer

Dan & Debi Pinero

Lisa & David Pontius

Mark & Andrea Pritchard

Linda & Brian Quirk

Renee Romberger & Kevin Hennick

Bill & Tory Roschen 

Alan & Jennifer Ruder 

Robert & Nancy Sadler 

Shannon Scott 

Frank & Barbara Seguin

JOIN TODAY SO THE HISTORY OF DATAW 

CAN BE SHARED NOW AND IN THE FUTURE

Visit DatawHistory.org

Lionel & Judy Sevigny 

Jack & Marcia Shaughnessy 

Christa & Vernard Shifflett 

Tim & Pat Stolte

Bert & Amy Swain 

Stewart Swann

Allan & Nancy Tillapaugh 

Bob & Lisa Tweedy

Russ & Marcy Umbricht 

Roy & Cindy Walters 

John & Michele Weaber 

Bill & Bobbi Weber 

Sue Weidner

Steve & Paula Wexler

Members

Karen Ahern

June Amhng

Tracy & Veronica Anderson 

Bob & Mari Arbach

Michael & Stephanie Askew 

Keith Aspray 

Norm & Laura Baade 

Lynn Baker & Peter Zamuka 

Mike & Sally Barba 

Tony & Robin Bam 

Ursala Barrett 

larry & Veronica Beidelman 

Charles & Anne Berger 

Susan Bledsoe 

Cole & Susanne Blumer 

Pete & Tina Bongiovanni

Liza & Jeff Kravis Boyajian 

Marilyn Britton 

Richard & Virginia Brown 

Stephen & Judy Brown 

Jane Burton

Joy & Larry Cahill 

Lames & Mary Carter 

Walter & Barbara Clarke 

Larry & Tami Classen 

Bob & Anne Clements 

Aubrey & Jeanne Cochran 

Herbert & Robin Cogan 

Ellen Corbett

Linda Coughlin & Steve Ferrari 

Jane Covault

LeRoy & Carol Crocker

Ken & Chris Crooke

Dan & Dina Curley

Joan Dahl

Mary Beth Dale

George & Peg Dale

Kathy Davies
Trish Dean

Dave & Pam Didier

Chns DiMichele

Maureen & Dudley Dodgen

Jim & Julie Drew

Jack & Marjorie Dunn

Ted & Casey Evans
Joe & Peggy Fitzgibbon

Kevin Flanagan & Anne McDowell 

Robin & Heather Forbes-Jones 

William & Nancy Fox

John & Margo Freund 

Bill & Ann Gibbs

Anne Gilbert

Bette J Goettle

Geoffrey & Elizabeth Grout

Jim & Barbara Guille

Roberta Gunderson

Tom & Billie Halaburt

Dale Harner

Robert & Sally Haxby

Sandy & Cindy Holden

Ardith Holzmacher

Grady & Cynthia Houseknecht

Mal Hughes

Maru & Andy Johnson

Stan & Joan Karmilovich 

Kristen & Kurt Knapper 

Dons & Glenn Levine 

Don & Dutchy Lewis 

Richie & Nancy Liggera 

Mary Lou Lufkin 

Carol Luzzi

Aldo & Susy Marchioni 

Dale Martin & Robert Wishart 

Katie & Mark McAllister 

Jamie & Madelyn Millard 

Ted & Pat Mitchell 

Nick & Cat Monroe 

David & Susan Morrow 

Ken & Holly Nalwasky 

Norman & Dahlia Noonan 

Ken & Mary Therese O'Brien 

Tim & Nancy O'Connor 

Michael & Denise O'Farrell 

Doug & Denise Ogden 

Marilyn Peck 

Lynn Peterson 

Sandra Pomeroy 

Robert & Barbara Priest 

Carol & Paul Pruitt 

Frank & Sherry Richardson 

Robert & Aline Rochefort 

Ed & Lisa Scanlon 

Dot Schaphorst 

Greg & Nancy Schulte 

Chuck & Ingrid Schweitzer 

Tony & Peggy Scott 

Rich & Pam Serianni 

Rollie & Ainslie Stemland 

Ed & Trudy Stevens 

Lori & Thomas Thompson 

Lou Tilley

Chuck & Karen Tomb 

Bill Tremitiere & Bill Love 

Barry & Maddie Trevor 

Kathleen Trice 

Walter & Linda Truax 

Bill & Amy Turner 

Jane & John Uecke

Patty VanSant & Johnny Nielsen 

Bruce & Gretchen Wager 

Robert & Kathy Welborn 

Beverly White 

Nancy Willson 

Richard & Elaine Wright 

John & Nancy Yenni 

David & Beverly Yoder
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