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The President’s Corner . . . Marilyn Peck
Fall has arrived on Dataw this year with an unexpected bang, Hurricane 
Matthew! After packing my car and heading off to our evacuation location 
in Augusta, we were very happy to see 
other friends and neighbors in the lobby of 
our hotel all asking the same questions — 

when will the storm hit, how bad will it be, and when can 
we go home. As each day passed, we watched the weather 
channel and waited. Then we started getting updates from 
our fabulous and tireless General Manager, Ted Bartlett. He 
and his team were always on top of what was happening and 
taking care of our beautiful island. They spent many hours 
coordinating the recovery effort, taking pictures of damaged 
homes, and sending us daily updates so we had some idea of 
what to expect when we returned. I personally, and on behalf of the Dataw Historic Foundation, 
want to thank him and his team for going beyond what anyone would have expected. We are 
certainly the most fortunate gated community to have Ted Bartlett leading us through this 
recovery. A large limb came down off the Cemetery Oak Tree, but I am happy to report that 
there was no damage to the ruins or to the History and Learning Center. 
The October Low Country Boil is the DHF’s way of saying “thank you” to our members. We 
had a wonderful turn out for this celebration 
— I think everyone was happy to be doing 
something other than hurricane clean up! I 
want to thank Kathy Kelenski and Kathy 
McShane for deciding to go forward with 
this event. Thanks also go to Peter Pearks 
for repairing the Gazebo screen that was 
damaged in the storm as this kept the 
mosquitoes out!
In closing, I want to thank all of our DHF 
members for their financial and volunteer 
support throughout this year. It has been an 
exceptionally busy year with the opening 
of the History and Learning Center. For 
those of you who are not yet members, I 
hope you will join in 2017. Our vision that 
the rich Dataw Island history will become 
an important part of the total experience 
among all residents of the Island is ongoing. 
Our mission to foster the rich Sea Island 
plantation history and to be the custodian of 
Dataw’s entire history, from the prehistoric 
to the present, is the basis for all of our 
efforts. Dataw Island remains a unique and 
beautiful place to live, and I feel very lucky 
to be a part of it.       

Marilyn Peck and Ted Bartlett, 
at the DHF Lowcountry Boil

SAVE THE DATE!
DHF’S 17th Annual
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See details on page 3
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Sponsored by the DHF
FIRESIDE CHAT

Santa Elena:  America’s Untold Story
Thursday, November 17, 2016

All Dataw residents are invited to attend!
The mission of the Santa Elena Foundation is the discovery, preservation and 
promotion of Santa Elena, a Spanish settlement on what is now Parris Island, and was 
the capital of Spanish Florida from 1566 to 1587.
The evening, which features Megan Meyer, Director of Development of the Santa Elena 
Foundation and Dr. Andrew Beall, Executive Director of the Santa Elena Foundation, 
is part of a continuing annual series of “Fireside Chats” sponsored by the DHF.

Cocktails at 6:00 pm, Dinner at 6:30 pm, in the Carolina Room
Menu ($36 inclusive)

(We are nearing the end of the year. This event will count towards your minimum!)
Harvest Salad with Gourmet greens, julienne apples and pears, topped with candied pecans 
and bleu cheese and drizzled with balsamic vinagrette; Pork Medallions with Cranberry and 
Apple Relish; Potatoes Au Gratin; Roasted Asparagus; Pumpkin Cheesecake; Coffee or Tea

Call Dataw Reservations at 843-838–8282 to register by phone.
To register on–line, go to November 17 on the calendar section of the 

Dataw website. Click on “Fireside Chat” to make your reservation.
Non-DIC members are welcome to attend this event. Contact Susan Jorgensen (843-
838-6542) for information on how to make a reservation if you are not a DIC member.
See “The Amazing Pedro” article on page 2 for more on the Santa Elena Foundation.
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The Amazing Pedro! . . . Joe Roney
Pedro Menendez de Aviles (1519-1574) Admiral, Conquistador and the 
founder of the first lasting European settlement on the North American 
continent, Santa Elena, should be known by every American.

Pedro was not the first Spanish explorer in the new land. Hernando de Soto, Pedro de 
Quexos, and others explored the New World before him. Columbus sailed the blue in 
1492. Two years later the Pope’s decree gave all undiscovered land in North and South 
America (except Brazil) to Spain. The Spanish called all of the east coast “La Florida.”
Pedro, from the West coast of Spain’s region of Asturias, ran away to sea in 1533 at age 14. 
Soon after he was commissioned by the Holy Roman Emperor (Charles V) to drive pirates 
from the coasts of Spain. Five years later he was appointed Captain of the Indies fleet. 
Spain’s King Phillip II, disturbed by news that the French (Huguenots under Jean 
Ribault) were establishing posts in La Florida, picked Pedro to stop them. Pedro was 
titled “Captain General of the Ocean Sea” in 1565 and his military strategy destroyed 
the French Fort Caroline (near Jacksonville, Florida) killing 350 soldiers including Jean 
Ribault. Some accounts say he beheaded or scalped Ribault and sent his red hair back to 
the King as proof.
Pedro was an amazing sailor/Captain, setting the record of crossing the Atlantic in less 
than four weeks. In all, he made over 50 trans-Atlantic voyages. But, Pedro should be 
most known for establishing Santa Elena on what is now Parris Island, SC in 1566, 
40 years before the English started Jamestown, Virginia. Pedro made Santa Elena the 
First Capital of La Florida and became the First Governor in North America, moving his 
family and staff there along with many other families. 
To learn more about Pedro and the Santa Elena settlement on Parris Island, join us at 
the Fireside Chat on November 17, in the Carolina Room. The presentation by Megan 
Meyer, Executive Director, and Dr. Andy Beall, Chairman and CEO of the Santa 
Elena Foundation, promises to give interesting insight on this fascinating historical 
development, which could change our history books.

Visit the History & Learning Center
Bring your guests to the History and Learning Center. It’s 
open from 8 am–8 pm, seven days a week. Landscaping has 
been added, thanks to a donation from the Dataw Garden Club. 
There is a new wall of photos behind the plantation house 
model. Among them is a composite donated by Bill Tyner and 
another is a photo by Donna Stearns. The new donor plaque 
has also been hung. Copies of the Sams Plantation Walking 
Tour and the DHF Brochure are available inside the front 
door.

DHF 2016
Officers
President:  Marilyn Peck
Vice President /Treasurer:  Ron Jacobs
Recording Secretary:  MT O’Brien
Corresponding Secretary:  Joe Roney

Board Committees Chairmen
Fund Raising Co–Chair: Kathy Kelenski  
Fund Raising Co–Chair:  Kathy McShane  
Grounds Chair:  Peter Pearks
Ruins Preservation Chair:  John Huntley
Historic Chair:  Joel Holden
Long–Range Planning Chair:  Jack Brown
Membership Co–Chair:  Susan Converse
Membership Co–Chair:  Dawn Schuster
Public Relations Co–Chair:  Susan Jorgensen
Public Relations Co–Chair:  Cindy Schafer
Tabby Tattler Editor:  Ann Craigmile
Tabby Tattler, Layout/Design:  Cindy Schafer
Volunteer/Docent Training:  Diane Roney
Directors At–Large
Financial:  Ken Hirsch
LR Plan./Ruins Preservation:  John Colgan
LR Planning/Fund–Raising:  Marianne Beck
Other
Technical Consultant:  Larry Rowland
DIOA Representative:  Perry Gessell

If you are interested in working  with the
DHF, contact any of the DHF Board members.

Songs & Stories Entertain Campers
More than 50 children attended one of the two sessions 
held in the History and Learning Center. Cissy Nichols 
explained the historical background for the plantation 
songs she taught each group. “General” Joe Roney, in 
his Revolutionary War uniform, read several stories — 
the ghost story being the favorite. Diane Roney assisted 
with the activities. Each participant left with copies of 
the songs and DHF water bottles.

“General” Joe Roney and Cissy 
Nichols entertained the campers.

Dataw, No Ordinary Place
Sales of this beautifully illustrated book 
about the rich history of Dataw Island 
have been strong. We ordered 1,000 
copies  and have less then 100 left. We 
are not going to do a reprint of the 
book.  So get your copy today!
The book cost $40 and can be shipped 
for $45. All proceeds from sales will 
support the Dataw Island History and 
Learning Center. (For shipping, please 
contact Cindy Schafer at 843-838-7517 
or cindyschafer21@gmail.com.)
To buy a book or check it out, contact:
1) Cindy Schafer (843-838-7517)
2) Joe & Diane Roney (843-838-4972)
3) Kathy Kelenski (843-838-3335)

The Donor Plaque, listing the many people who helped 
make the History & Learning Center possible!
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Dataw Reunites at Low 
Country Boil
As a thank you to its members for their 
ongoing support for the preservation 
of the Island history and the Sams 
Plantation ruins, the DHF held its 
annual Low Country Boil on Monday, 
October 24. Close to 100 DHF 
members and their guests enjoyed a 
wonderful meal at the Gazebo, catered 
by Jimmy Fitts. The shrimp, chicken, 
kielbasa, corn on the cob, coleslaw 
and apple cobbler were scrumptious. 
Traditionally, this event reunites 
the Island after summer respites or 
travel. This year it was a celebration 
of our return to Dataw from our 
Hurricane Matthew evacuation. As 
DHF members reunited with fellow 
residents, many storm stories were 
shared. 
Heartfelt thanks go to the staff of 
Dataw Island, whose extraordinary 
clean-up efforts after the hurricane 
were key to allowing this event to 
go ahead as planned. Chairs, Kathy 
Kelenski and Kathy McShane, also 
thank the DHF volunteers who helped 
set up, bar tend, and clean up.

DHF & Luminary Night 
The DHF, along with the Dataw Garden 
Club and the Dataw Island Yacht Club, 
is again  participating in Light Up the 
Night on Monday, December 5. This 
year, participants gathering together 
at the Sams Plantation Ruins will 
enjoy songs of the season sung by the 
Harbormasters with the ruins aglow in 
the background. Peter Pearks will once 
again coordinate setting up and placing the luminaries. 
Started by the Dataw Garden Club 25 years ago, the annual Luminary Night celebration 
is a gift to the residents of Dataw. Listen  to beautiful music at the Ruins; then stop at the 
Dataw Marina and have a hot toddy courtesy of the Dataw Island Yacht Club; finish up 
at the Gazebo and enjoy chili and cornbread, donated by members of the Dataw Garden 
Club. Look for fliers on the Dataw net for details on this beautiful Island tradition.

Kathy Kelenski (right) and Kathy McShane 
(left) at the start of the Lowcountry Boil. 
Their hard work paid off with a very 
successful evening!

DHF President Marilyn Peck, steadied 
by Kathy Kelenski, welcoming everyone 
back to Dataw after Matthew’s visit.

Docent Training Classes
Docent training classes are available for 
those interested in helping to staff the 
History & Learning Center and tour visitors 
around the Ruins. If you are interested, 
contact Diane Roney at 843-838-4972.

The Dataw Heritage Walk
A living legacy to those who have made Dataw the 
very special place it is today
Have you seen the beautiful brick Heritage Walk that leads from 
the Cannery to the Sams Plantation Ruins? Take a close look the 
next time you are visiting our famous ruins. There are names 
on many of the bricks. The names include residents who came 
to Dataw Island over a quarter century ago, up to and including 
residents who recently moved onto Dataw, along with the names 
of many of our employees. Also included are the names of past 

owners of Dataw, such as B.B. Sams and Kate Gleason, along with descendents of the 
Sams Family, all of whom are part of our Island’s legacy. All the proceeds made from 
selling the bricks goes to support the Island’s History & Learning Center.
Is YOUR name on the Heritage Walk? Become a part of Dataw history and put your 
name on a brick! Forms to buy a brick are included with this newsletter. Forms can be 
downloaded from the DHF website at www.DatawHistory.org and are also available 
at the Cannery. Or contact Peter Pearks (843–838–2506).

The Dataw Ruins, Luminary Night 
(Picture taken by Jim Williams)

Starting a Life Together in the 
Dataw Ruins!
Our beautiful Sams Plantation Ruins have 
been the site of several wedding photos. 
The most recent was the wedding of 
Christopher and PK Barton, on September 
24. Christopher is the son of Alison and 
Dan Barton. Their timing was perfect — 
it was the week before Matthew arrived!
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LIFETIME MEMBERS
William & Rhetta Lowndes III

HONORARY MEMBERS
Jeanne Sams Aimar
Charles & Virginia Aimar
Tom & Susan Sams Allen***
Therese Colquhoun
Marvin & Cilla Dukes
Stephen & Janie Sams Hayes
Julia Sams Holleman
John & Jeanne Rogers
Larry & Margot Rowland*
John Bonum Sams, Jr.
Sara Parker Sams
Betty Reeve Sams

FRIENDS OF DHF
Herbert & Beryl Arnold
Sonny & Mary Bishop
Colin & Jane Brooker
Lois Cochrane
Marjorie Dehls
Martha Hamilton
Ian Hill 
Jerry & Linda Hubbard
James & Brenda Norris
Eric & Carol Poplin
Rick & Mary Wrightman

BENEFACTORS
Jack & Mel Brown
Paolo & Arleen Cassutti
Lois Cochrane
Ann Craigmile
Cathy Crocker
Joel & Ann Holden
George & Dorothy Ingram
Paul & Susan Jorgensen
James & Anne Kistler
James & Beverly Luce
John & Anita Mahoney
John & Kathleen McShane
John & Judy Myers
Allan & Joan Rayfield
Joseph & Diane Roney
John & Cindy Schafer
Bob & Kathy Shields
Mary Wasden
Al Wood

PATRONS
Tommy & Susan Sams Allen
Rod & Jacquie Bartlett
Howard & Sally Bernard
Kenneth & Charotte Blamble
David & Rose Bowman
John & Vivian Boyle
Steve & Connie Brotzman
Calvin & Paula Campbell
Bill & Carol Carpenter
William & Gretchen Carroll
Ron & Susan Converse
John & Dena Dardzinski
John & Mary Ferguson
Larry & Billie Gaenzle
Charles & Winn Goodwin
Robert & Jane Griffith
Roberta Gunderson
Ronald & Jacqueline Guy
Sterling Hall & Rosa Lee Vitez
Charles Hammel
Doug & Sue Ellen Hardman
Kenneth & Sherry Hirsch
Chipper & Peggy Hoff

John & Betty Huntley
Ronald Jacobs & Donna Klein
Gene & Kathy Kelenski
Robert & Susan Kinder
Warren & Babs Kinsman
Jim & Marilynn Koerber
William & Jayne Krebs
Walter & Anna Lee
Tim & Lynn Maher
Thomas & Billie Maier
Jim & Sally Marks
Donn & Candace Massey
Harrison & Rebecca McCann
Dianne McTier
Sandra Morrow & Gene Rascle
Alan & Joanne Moses
David & Tina Murphy
Gabriel & Wendy  Nagy
Dick & Celeste Nalwasky
Francis & Joell Newton
John & Bonnita Payne
Peter & Anna Pearks
Marilyn Peck
Woody Rutter
Bill & Beth Samuels
Harry & Lynda Scarfe
Steve & Anne Schmitt
Wesley & Dawn Schuster
Andrew & Cathryn Sebor
John & Kristin Seifried
Greg & Marj Shymske
Gerald Smith
Herb & Cathy Stackhouse
John E. & Mary Stefan
George & Patricia Troendle
Michael & Martha Upchurch
Keith & Karen Waldrop
Tom & Martha Watkins
John & Michele Weaber
Conard & Nancy White
Rick & Mary Wightman

SUPPORTERS
Jim & Martha Bequette
Robert & Eileen Blovad
Frank & Barbara Boyle
John & Jan Copley
George & Peggy Dale
Barry & Connie Davison
Bob & MJ Day
Barbara Dittmer
Erwin & Debra Doerschler
Joyce Foley
Joseph & Mary Ann Foutch
James & Ann Glynn
Jan & Mern Gouza
Alex & Lee Greene
Jonathan & Janet Gregory
Paul & Nancy Hahn
Richard & Mary Heglin
Andrew & Danielle Ingraham
Marion & Lenda Jablonski
Donald & Sue Kemper
Stephen & Barbara Krakehl
Donald & Terry LaMont
Kenneth & Peggy Lantelme
John & Ann MacFarland
Scott & Ashley Maentz
Jim & Janis Mathis
Ben & Judy McAuley
Jim & Beth McCornock
Walker & Lee Merrill
Bob & Dorothy North
Ken & Mary Therese O’Brien
Bill & Josie Paddock
Peter & Barbara Payne

Steve & Cynthia Peskoe
Bill & Lynn Peterson
John & Susanne Peterson
Mike & Joanna Petrie
Marcia Rohrbaugh
Lee & Jane Scher
Jack & Sheri Scherger
George & Sharon Shore
Babs Shwab
James & Lois Smithson
Pat & Kathy Stanton
Bob & Pat Ashton Steinmetz
Bill & Linda Tomsik
Larry & Beverly Van Dillen
Donald & Nancy Walnes
Bill & Bobbi Weber
Larry & Sue Weidner

MEMBERS
Karen Ahern
Michael & Jane Wooten Allen
Bob & Barbara Anderson
Bruce & Carol Anderson
Tracy & Veronica Anderson
Guy Apicella
	 & Virginia Hall-Apicella
Keith & JoAnn Aspray
Charles & Sue Asselin
George & Sylvia Atkison
Janet Baker
Bob & Evi Baker Jr.
John & Ann Ballantyne
Ursula Barrett
Daniel & Alison Barton
Carol Baxter
George & Marianne Beck
Larry & Veronica Beidelman
Randall & Maryanne Bell
Ed & Pam Berg
John & Joan Berra
James & Gretchen Blickle
Louis & Barbara Body
Wayne & Gretchen Bretsch
Ralph & Laura Bricker
Eric & Lynn Brown
Richard & Cookie Brown
Cynthia Bryden
Joe & Pamela Bubenzer
Bob & Rita Burnham
Kristi Bussell
Barbara Cameron
Michael & Barbara Carakostas
Bob & Mary Carter
Peggy & Tony Scott Cass
James Cavanaugh
Walter & Barbara Clarke
Aubrey & Jeanne Cochran
John & Robin Colgan
Colin & Carolyn Collins
Ellen Corbett
Jane Covault
Roy & Carol Crocker
Allan & Kathy Crowther
John & Rosemary Curcio
Joan Dahl
Mary Beth Dale
Mary Lou Dalziel
Jim & Cece Danigelis
Barrett & Eve Miller Davdson
Gary & Sharon Davis
Coreen Deering
Christine Devine
Jerry & Barbara DeVisser
Jim & Susan Dickson
Earl & Joan Dietz
David & Holly Dolan

Robert Dooner
Harry & Anne Saravo Eblen
Jim & Marty Ekleberry
Terry & Margot Eld
Scribner & Ann Fauver
Arthur & Martha Fellows
James & Jeanne Foerstner
Robbie Foote
Nasser Forutan &
	 Sandra Kehoe-Forutan
Stewart & Vicki Fraser
Philip & Betty Freer
George & Karen Gans
Bob & Julie Gantz
Scott & Shayne Gelbard
Norman & Julie George
William & Ann Gibbs
Terry & Suzanne Giffen
Anne Gilbert
Bob & Joan Gilchrist
Jim & Bette Goettle
Richard & Mariann Golobic
Frank & Nancy Grimaldi
Connie Grover
Stephan & Sarah Guida
Jim & Barbara Guille
Frank & Linda Hager
Norma Hammons
Joel & Merle Happe
Grace Harrigan
Marilyn Harris
Connie Haskell
Roger & Valerie Hatcher
James & Harriet Hawkins
Robert & Sally Haxby
Robert & Nancy Hazelrigg
Jim & Jan Herring
Dean Hewitt
Barry & Susan Hildes
Charles & Leslie Holbrook
David & Joyce Holdsworth
Ardith Holzmacher
Frederic Houle
David & Jackie Hubbard
Clifford & Diane Hubbell
Ronald & Peggy Hubright
Monte & Ruth Huebsch
Tom & Charlotte Hurley
Paul & Joy Jacobs
Herbert & Marge Jarvis
Joe & Terri Jodoin
Joe & Jean Jones
Klaus & Inge Justsen
Stan & Joan Karmilovich
Sharron Kendall
Bob & Gayle Kurk Kirincic
Bett Klemm
Rich & Nancy Kocher
Mike & Louise Koetters
Bill & Rachel Kube
Paul & Barbara Kyne
Larry & Sue Lance
Rick & Lisa Ledwith
Peggy Len
Don & Dutchy Lewis
Edward & Ellen Like
Jerry & Clare Lindquist
Art & Carol Looney
David & Patricia Lundgren
Terry & Beth Lurtz
Dave & Carol Luzzi
Paul & Sue Mannheim
Al & Susan Marchioni
Bob & Lee Martin
George & Connie Mason
Peggy Mathis

Patrick & Anne McCaffrey
W. Charles McCormack
	 & Jane Thurston
James & Karen McCue
Michael & Donna McKeown
Phil & June Meeker
Gardner & Norma Miller
Ted & Pat Mitchell
David & Susan Morrow
Robert & Joanne O’Connell
Douglass & Denise Ogden
Thomas & Beth Oliver
Chuck Olney & Jan Beaudoin	
Joe & Carol Osborn
Victor & Gloria Otley
Katharine Paulik
Dave Graybeal 
	 & Claudia Peeples
Jan Perry
Daniel & Ruth Pierce
Linda Randazzo
Evan & Rosemary Reese
Lee (Bob) Ritchie
Mel & Karen Rogers
Donald & Carol Rosenberg
Lawrence & Margot Rowland
Elisabeth Ruys
Robert & Nan Sadler
Robert & Susan Sadlier
William & Dot Schaphorst
Alan & Yvonne Schuster
Mark & Brooke Schuster
Chuck & Ingrid Schweitzer
Al & Sheila Sears
Francois & Barbara Seguin
Jac & Deborah Sovern
Jeff & Deb Staub
Rolland & Catherine Stemland
Tim & Pat Stolte
Joan Suda
Gary & Emmy Sullivan
Michael & Denise Sullivan
Elizabeth Tenore
Fargo & Nina Thompson
Allan & Nancy Tillapaugh
Sally Timms
Barbara Titus
Jim & Kate Travers
William  Love
	 & William Tremitiere
Barry & Maddie Trevor
Kathleen Trice
Bob & Lisa Tweardy
Wayne & Beth Vance
Patty VanSant
	 & Johnny Nielsen
Robert & Mary Walmsley
Roy & Cindy Walters
Jeanne Wasson
Robert & Kathy Welborn
Steve & Paula Wexler
John & Deborah Whalen
Barbara Wietfeldt
Jim & Anne Williams
Nancy Willson
Robert Wishart & Dale Martin	
Richard & Elaine Wright
Rick & Ellen Wright
David & Beverly Yoder
John & Sue Zankowski
Steven & Sandy Zerbinopoulos

Membership Categories
n Lifetime Members (Those whose lifetime contribution to the DHF is $5,000 or more.)
n Honorary Members (Limited to those with an ancestral connection to Dataw Island. Includes 

Sams family descendents and family descendents of other prior owners of Dataw Island.)
n Friends of DHF (Those who have made a significant contribution to or have a special 

connection to DHF.)
n Benefactors ($250)    n Patrons ($100)     n Supporters ($60)     n Members ($40)

Our history makes us unique among residential 
communities and our efforts to preserve and display 

that history are fun, educational and important to 
our future. Your support is important to us!

Look for our Membership Packet in January.
Help support our efforts to preserve this

beautiful island that we all love!

Also Benefactors
Also Patrons
Also Supporters
Also Members

****
***
**
*

2016 Dataw Historic Foundation Members


